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St. Joseph School Board 
450 Franklin Avenue, Garden City, NY 

Minutes of Meeting:  December 9, 2020 

School Board Members Present:  Mr. Colomban, Principal, Msgr. Swiader, Robert York (President), Patrick Finley 

(Vice President), Joseph Marchese (Secretary), Peter Doherty, John Dolan, Robert Fioravanti, Ralph Greenidge 

and Karla Guerra 

School Board Members Absent:  Kathryn Rafferty and Rori Martello, Assistant Principal (excused) 

PTA Representative:  Mary Beth Deierlein (President) 

Welcome 
Mr. York called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m.  The meeting was conducted remotely via Zoom due to the 
ongoing pandemic. 
 
Opening Prayer and Minutes Recording 

Mr. Greenidge led the opening prayer.  

Mr. Marchese recorded the minutes. 

A motion was made to confirm the minutes for the November 2020 meeting.  The minutes were confirmed. 

Principal’s Report 

1. Enrollment Update:  The total number of students currently enrolled for this school year is 330 – four 

students fewer than the previous month.  For next school year, we project enrollment of 364 students, 

which is subject to change due to the fluid landscape relating to COVID-19.  Next year’s projection assumes 

having four Pre-K classes.  The school’s medium-term goal is to continue to boost enrollment and return to 

two classes per grade.   

2. School Operations:  Students in grades K-3 now have new iPads.  Mr. Colomban thanked Mr. Garcia for his 

hard work to make the new iPads accessible and functional for those grades.  The school still has not yet 

received 40 new Chromebooks that were earmarked for the 6th grade.  Mr. Garcia continues to follow up with 

our vendor on the status of the delivery of the Chromebooks.  Separately, the school has been pleased with 

the guidance provided by Perotta Consulting relating to COVID-19 planning.  We are scheduled in January for 

a reassessment with Perotta for the remainder of this school year.  Lastly, the next socialization window for 

students to transition from remote learning to in-person learning will be January 4, 2021.     

3. Virtual Events/Offerings: 

a. 12/3:  Trivia night was a success!  Congrats to all participants, including the Frederick family who took 

first place! 

b. 12/9:  The Kindergarten Polar Express was a success as well!  Thank you to Ms. Williams and Ms. 

Noulas, who did a great job decorating! 

c. 12/10 and 11 (afternoon):  Parent-teach conferences. 
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d. The Week of 12/14:  Class-specific Christmas plays/songs/skits are being recorded and released for 

viewing. 

e. 12/16:  The Eighth Grade Nativity will be recorded and distributed for viewing. 

f. 12/17:  The Seventh Grade Prayer Service will be released for viewing. 

g. Ongoing through 12/20:  The Virtual Book Fair is open. 

h. Mrs. Martello will return to work part-time in January and full-time in February. 

4. Catholic Schools Week 

a. Monday – The Prayer Service can be recorded and released for viewing (8th Grade and K); Middle 

School Math Bee 

b. Tuesday – 3rd Grade to 5th Grade Spelling Bee; Parent Workshop #2 (virtual offering at 7:30 p.m.); 

Teacher gift card raffle 

c. Wednesday – Spirit Day!!  The Family Association is spearheading the selection of a theme! 

d. Thursday – Sports Night may be adapted to 7th v. 8th Grade Trivia Night 

e. Friday – 7th Grade Mass at 9 a.m. 

 

President’s Report 

1. Year of Saint Joseph (12/8/20 to 12/8/21):  Mr. York said that Pope Francis announced the Year of St. Joseph.  

He suggested that the Fathers’ Association could do something special in light of this announcement. 

 

2. Media Liaison Opening:  Julie Marchese, the current media liaison to the Board, will be transitioning this role 

to another volunteer.  Mr. York said that Julie has been a tremendous asset in this role for years.  He described 

the function and requirements for the position, and said he is speaking with the Family Association and Mr. 

Colomban about finding a new media liaison.  In a related matter, there was a discussion about whether SJS 

should continue to pursue print advertising, or whether it should move completely to digital marketing.  The 

pros and cons of both types of media advertising were discussed by various Board members.  The question 

remained undecided. 

 

3. Amazon Smile Update – Mr. Finley said SJS had received $150 through November from Amazon Smile.  

Amazon Smile is a way to support SJS while shopping on Amazon.com.  Mr. Finley raised awareness about 

Amazon Smile and encouraged everyone to use the program going forward. 

 

4. Alumni Committee Report – The Committee has a short-term goal of building up the Alum tab on the SJS 

website.  Mr. Fioravanti suggested creating the role of Decade Captain to assist with building interest and 

organizing activities for SJS Alumni.  

 

5. Next Meeting – January 6, 2021 (virtual). 

 

Family Association Report 

1. Lunch:  Offerings for January are available.  Pizza Wednesday has returned! 

2. Fundraiser Results:  Thanksgiving Pies ($1,100); Charleston Gift Wrap ($4,700); Lync Creek Wreaths ($2,200 

so far—ends 12/12); Virtual Boutiques-Student Only ($250). 
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3. Christmas Decorations:  The Beautification Committee (Bess Wagner and Kara Torree) did a wonderful job 

decorating SJS and its outdoor property with seasonal Christmas decorations, including outside wreaths and 

planters, auditorium and cafeteria decorations, and ornaments for outdoor and indoor Christmas trees. 

4. Upcoming Christmas Events: 

a. 12/11 Dismissal - Firetruck with Santa (c/o Mr. Fioravanti and Deacon Jack) 

b. 12/15 – 7th and 8th Grade Luncheon 

c. 12/16 – Pizza and cookie day 

d. 12/17 – Student Christmas card and gift exchange. 

e. 12/18 – Staff gifts and candy canes distributed. 

Pastor’s Comments and Closing Prayer:  Monsignor lamented the cancellation of the Board’s annual Christmas 
dinner outing.  Focusing on the virtue of resilience, he said it was important to be able to bounce back from 
setbacks like this.  So Monsignor looked forward to the upcoming Christmas holiday.  And he wrote to Bishop 
Barres to suggest St. Joseph’s as a possible pilgrimage site for this Year of St. Joseph.  Monsignor gave thanks 
and wished the Board and their families a Merry Christmas.  He gave the closing prayer at 8:43 p.m. 


